
December 17—December 23 

Monday, December 17 
Hebrews 10:10 
And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
Prayer: Prepare our hearts and remove the sadness that hinders us from 
feeling the joy and hope which his presence will bestow. Amen.   
For Today: What an odd reading in preparation for Christmas. Talk of 
sacrifice and blood! God’s will is that Christ makes humans whole and 
eternally holy. No matter how one might feel, no matter how unworthy one 
might feel, it is good to hear of our true holiness in Christ. This is the power 
of God to rescue humanity. As we witness at Christmas Eve communion: 
“Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.”  

 
Tuesday, December 18 

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
Prayer: Holy God, dry my tears, heal my wounds, and help me to wait for 
the dawning of the dim light ahead with a brighter vision of healing and 
freedom. Amen.   
For Today: What kind of ruler do you desire? Micah promises a new ruler 
who comes from David’s birthplace. This new ruler will bless the people and 
protect them. This new ruler will rule for the good of all who struggle and 
work for life, who prefer peace to war and who desire to secure their 
posterity in the land.  
 

Wednesday, December 19 
Micah 5:4-5a 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 
Prayer: May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting. Amen.   
For Today: We, like Micah, long for change from a stubborn pattern of 
human leadership that sets sister against sister and brother against brother. 
Who will feed the flocks in peace? Wait and see.   
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Thursday, December 20 
Luke 1:39-40 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 
Prayer: We pray for a world where young and old, men and women, 
outsiders and insiders, hasten to embrace some real salvation. Amen.    
For Today: Picture it. The Gospel begins with two women, not powerful 
men, who have something extraordinary in common. One is unmarried 
and one is too old. God has gifted them both with a child. What is God 
up to? 
 

Friday, December 21 
Luke 1:41b-42 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.” 
Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit, and wake us up to the new power about to 
change the world. Amen. 
For Today: “Mary is the place of impossible union where past and future 
are conquered and reconciled in incarnation (T.S. Eliot, “Four 
Quartets”).” 
 

Saturday, December 22 
Luke 1:45 
“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
Prayer: Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
For Today: The longing of Advent is rooted in the obscene contrast 
between the way things are in the world and the way God would have 
them be. The prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus,” gives voice to that longing.   

 
Sunday, December 23 

Luke 1:46-47 
And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,” 
Prayer: Lord, cast us down from our thrones, make us rightly poor and 
lead us to our emptiness. Then bless us with favor and fill us with 
newness. Amen.   
For Today: Both women praise God’s mighty power to reverse the 
fortune of those who suffer: God lifts up the lowly and puts down the 
powerful. In this birth, a great God-given reversal is taking place. Mary is 
certain of it. Are you? Does our world resemble Mary’s victory song?   


