
Daily Scripture Readings
August 12 – August 18
Written by Nate McMurphy

Monday, August 12
Luke 12:49-50
49 “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kin-
dled! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am 
under until it is completed!
For Today: Baptism with fire gives us the image of the Good News trav-
eling to every tongue and every nation. Think of a time you were able to 
share your witness with someone from a different cultural background. 
Say a prayer for that person and his or her family today.
Prayer: Lord, fill me with passion to serve friends and strangers alike as 
Christ served the church.

Tuesday, August 13
Isaiah 5:1-2
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it 
of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the 
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes.
For Today: In this passage, we experience the love affair of God and his 
chosen people. The Israelites’ deeds are compared to “wild grapes”. In 
what ways have you let the Master Vinter (winemaker) cultivate good fruit 
in your life? What are some of the “wild grapes” you left behind?
Prayer: Lord, let me be grateful for the extraordinary works you do in my 
life. As you continue to plant and harvest, help me to bear good fruit.

Wednesday, August 14
Isaiah 5:3-4
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between 
me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that 
I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield 
wild grapes?
For Today: The Judge is asking his chosen people to judge themselves. 
He illumines the care he invested in his people the “vineyard”. Before any 
judgment is passed, he creates space for the Israelites to judge their own 
deeds and actions. 
Prayer: Lord, help me to be honest about the “wild grapes” I haven’t left 
behind. Help me to judge my own actions in such a way that will bring 
health to my life and those around me.



Thursday, August 15
Hebrews 11:29
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, 
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned.
For Today: Nicknamed “The Faith Chapter”, Hebrews 11 shares the 
stories of numerous Old Testament people that learned to live by faith. In 
this passage, we see the Israelite nation cross the Red Sea on dry land with 
Egyptians on their heels. We learn by faith, the Israelites believed God 
would stop the oppressor from hurting the oppressed.
Prayer: Lord, make me aware of the people in my community who are feel-
ing oppressed. Give me the hands and feet of Christ to act in easing pain 
and providing relief.

Friday, August 16
Hebrews 11:30
30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days.
For Today: Practicing a form of numerology, the Hebrew people equiv-
ocated the number “7” or “shevah” with fullness or completion. In this 
passage, after 7 days the time for Jericho to be hold up in its walls was 
over. Even with odd instructions (marching around the walls), the He-
brew people practiced faith by waiting for God to move when the time 
was complete. 
Prayer: Lord, give me faith to wait for your timing. Let me listen to your 
Spirit who nudges me toward the next step.

Saturday, August 17
Hebrews 11:31
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were dis-
obedient, because she had received the spies in peace.
For Today: Spies were sent to Jericho, but without Rahab hiding them, 
they would not have returned to report to Joshua. Rahab becomes a hero 
for welcoming the spies and helping them escape. Despite devastating 
circumstances, Rahab’s faith saved her entire family.
Prayer: Lord, help me to be faithful even when trouble surrounds me. 

Sunday, August 18
Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
For Today: Driving through fog is a unique experience. When one flicks 
on high beams, the light reflects off the fog and back into the driver’s face. 
In the same way, let our contemplation on this cloud of witnesses reflect 
into our lives to show us a deeper faith.
Prayer: Lord, let the heroes of the faith illumine my path to help me 
follow you more closely. 


