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April 15 - April 21

Written by Rev. Tom Pietila

Monday, April 15
Mark 14:18b-19
18b Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with 
me.”
Prayer: Comfort all whose love has been betrayed and who feel broken beyond 
repair. Amen.
For Today: “It is Judas that Jesus is blessing, and Judas that he is prepared to go 
out and die for now. Judas is only the fi rst in a long line of betrayers two thou-
sand years long. If Jesus were to exclude him from his love and forgiveness, to one 
degree or another he would have to exclude humankind” (Listening To Your Life, 
Frederick Buechner).

Tuesday, April 16
Mark 14:26-27
26 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 
And Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, ‘I will 
strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’
Prayer: Give us wisdom to know ourselves as you know us, and grace to love 
others as you loved us. Amen.
For Today: Yesterday we were betrayers, today deserters. Our true identity as 
followers is fully exposed. Nevertheless, Jesus goes on to tell them that just as 
he will be killed and raised from the dead, the scattered sheep will one day stop 
wandering and be brought back into the fold (vss. 27-28). Only a good God could 
do this.

Wednesday, April 17
Mark 14:32, 36
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I pray.”36 He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove 
this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.”
Prayer: Teach us Lord how to sit and simply obey you, even if it makes us look 
odd. Amen.
For Today: Can we be truthful? For most of us life is about what we want, not 
what God wants. From that we need deliverance. That is the unvarnished truth. 
“You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you odd” (Flannery O’Con-
nor, Collected Works).



Thursday, April 18
Mark 14:45-46
45 So when Judas came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed 
him. 46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him.
Prayer: Loving Provider, you gather me in this upper room with your son, to be 
fed by your love. At that supper, Jesus told us to “love one another” and I know 
that is the heart of his gift, his sacrifice for me. I ask that I might find the source 
of my own heart, the meaning for my own life, in that Eucharist. Amen 
For Today: “The world says, ’Mind your own business,’ and Jesus says, ’There is 
no such thing as your own business.’ The world says, ’Follow the wisest course 
and be a success,’ and Jesus says, ’Follow me and be crucified.’ The world says, 
’Drive carefully—the life you save may be your own’-and Jesus says, ’Whoever 
would save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.’ 
‘Law and order,” and Jesus says, ’Love’” (Listening To Your Life, Frederick Buech-
ner).

Friday, April 19
Mark 15:33, 37
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.
Prayer: Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your eternal protection 
sanctify your servants, for whom Christ your Son, by the shedding of his Blood, 
established the Paschal Mystery. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
For Today: “My God, My God.” “Though God is not there for him to see or 
hear, he calls on him still because he can do no other. Not even the cross, not 
even death, not even life, can destroy his love for God. Not even God can de-
stroy his love for God because the love he loves God with is God’s love empower-
ing him to love in return with all his heart even when his heart is all but broken” 
( Listening To Your Life, Frederick Buechner).

Saturday, April 20
Mark 15:46
46 Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in 
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He 
then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
Prayer: You are the God who remains with us during our Saturdays of waiting 
and wondering, marked by the memory of Friday and the hope of Sunday. May 
we wait until we are at last interrupted by your life-giving grace. Amen.
For Today: “The wonder of the narrative around which we gather is that the Fri-
day guy did not linger long on Saturday. He ends up being the Sunday guy-not of 
good clothes and proper behavior but of the first day of the week...the first day of 
the new world, and, for those who engage, the first day of new life in the world” 
(Walter Brueggemann, A Way Other Than Our Own).

Sunday, April 21
Mark 16:6
6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Naza-
reth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him.”
Prayer: You summon us to life in the midst of death, peace in the midst of vio-
lence, praise in the midst of despair. Filled once again with your unruly Spirit, 
may we answer your call and be part of the movement of life. Amen
For Today: “You had not imagined that something so empty could fill you to 
overflowing and now you carry that knowledge….So why do you linger? You have 
seen and so you are already blessed. You have seen and so you are the blessing. 
There is no other word you need. There is simply to go and tell” (Circle of 
Grace, Jan Richardson).


