
ORDER OF WORSHIP
March 31, 2019 • 9:00 & 11:15 AM

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (PURPLE)

GATHERING The people come together in the Lord’s Name.
  PARISH CONCERNS

(The service of worship begins. The prelude is offered on behalf of the entire 
congregation. Quiet meditation and private prayers are encouraged.)

  OPENING VOLUNTARY .......................................................Felix Mendelssohn
Prelude in G

*CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
      (*The asterisk signifies that all who are able to are invited to stand.) 
*GREETING

Leader: Many are the torments of the wicked,
People: But steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
Leader:  Be glad in the Lord, O righteous.
People: And shout for joy, you upright in heart!

*HYMN IN PROCESSION 132 ............................................................MICHAEL
 All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 881 .......................................... The Apostles’ Creed
*GLORIA PATRI 70 .............................................................................. MEINEKE

Glory Be to the Father
  COLLECT AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

O God most forgiving, who calls back those who stray; O God most merciful, who does 
not despire sinners: We your people rely upon your promise that you will pardon all 
who are penitent. May all who seek you find you; Through the grace of Jesus Christ our 
Lord who in glory dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever and 
who taught us to pray, “Our Father…”

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP
PROCLAMATION God’s word is shared.
  FIRST LESSON ............................................................................... Joshua 5:9-12

Leader:  The Word of the Lord! 
     People: Thanks be to God!
  SOLO (9:00) ................................................................................Charles Gounod

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
The king of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; I nothing lack if I am his and he 
is mine for ever. Where streams of living waters flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth, and where 
the verdant pastures grow with food celestial feedeth. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet 
in love he sought me, and on his shoulder gently laid, and home rejoicing brought me. In death’s 
dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, beside me; thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy 
cross before to guide me. And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never:  good 
shepherd, may I sing thy praise for ever.

  ANTHEM (11:15) ....................................................................Felix Mendelssohn
How Lovely Are The Messengers

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace! To all the nations is gone 
forth the sound of their words, throughout all the lands their glad tidings. How lovely are the 
messengers that preach us the gospel of peace. 

  SECOND LESSON ........................................................... 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Leader:  The Word of the Lord! 

     People: Thanks be to God!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O God, source of all that makes life possible, giver of all that makes life good: We gather 
to give you our thanks, yet we confess that we have often failed to live our thankfulness. 
What we have we take for granted, and we grumble about what we lack. We have 
squandered your bounty, with little thought of those who will come after us. We are 
more troubled by the few who have more than by the many who have less. Forgive us, O 
God. In this hour of worship, accept our thanksgiving; and teach us to make gratitude 
and sharing our way of life; through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
(All offer prayers of confession in silence.)

Prayer Focus: The People Affected by Cyclone Idai



  KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, Have Mercy) (sung three times) ....................... TAIZÉ KYRIE
  

DECLARATION OF PARDON
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen.

*ACT OF PRAISE 766 ..............................................................................Psalm 32
  CHILDREN’S TIME

(Children are invited to the chancel. An offering will be received from the children during 
children’s time. After Children’s Time is finished, children ages 2nd grade and older will return 
to their seats and children ages 3K to 1st grade will go with a leader and may be picked up in 
room #145 or #147 after the service.)

*HYMN 378 ........................................................................... AMAZING GRACE
Amazing Grace

  GOSPEL LESSON ..................................................................Luke 15:1-3 11b-32
      Leader:  The Word of the Lord! 
      People: Thanks be to God!
  SERMON ............................................................................... Rev. Will Malambri

An Unresolved Parable
RESPONDING IN FAITH We respond to God’s word in worship.

  PRAYER IN RESPONSE  
  OFFERTORY .................................................................Ralph Vaughan Williams

Rhosymedre
*DOXOLOGY 95 ................................................................................OLD 100TH

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

SENDING FORTH We respond to God’s grace with our lives.
*BENEDICTION
*HYMN IN PROCESSION 292 ...........................................WONDROUS LOVE

What Wondrous Love Is This
*CLOSING VOLUNTARY .........................................................Johannes Brahms

Chorale Prelude on “Herzliebster Jesu” (Ah, Jesus Dear)

MUSIC NOTE
Joachim Neander penned the text Meine Hoffnung stehet feste  in 1680. While earlier English 
translations of this German text exist, it is Fred Pratt Green’s 1986 translation All My 
Hope is Firmly Grounded that appears in our hymnal (UMH 132).  The tune by Englishman 
Herbert Howells, one of the most celebrated twentieth-century composers of church music, 
was written in 1930. Howells named the tune MICHAEL after his son, who died in 
childhood. We sing this hymn today as our opening processional.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Liturgists ......................................................................................................... Rev. Tom Pietila
Organist/Choir Director ...........................................................................Dr. Donald J. Grice
Children’s Time .............................................................................................. Rev. Tom Pietila
Preacher......................................................................................................Rev. Will Malambri
Choir Accompanist ................................................................................. Beverly S. Hazelwood
Soloist (9:00) ................................................................................................Dr. Fran Coleman
Lay Reader...................................................................................... Webb Jones, Clayton Folse
Acolytes .......................................................................Allie Clyde Higgs, Mary Hodge Knight
Crucifers........................................................................................... Keith Jones, Griffin Folse
Lacy Choral Scholars (9:00)                Chancel Choir (11:15)


